
( Essay 3 ( Comparing/Contrasting ( Three pages, typed (CR/NC)
Prewriting
From “Chapter 5:  Comparing,” please choose one of the following options, read the article(s), and write a ½-page (100 word minimum) statement of topic for your comparison/contrast essay, due at the beginning of class.  State what specific “points of contact” you’ll discuss (see below).
· Anthropology: “Aranda Creation Story”; Abell, “Big Bang Theory” (450-52).

· Education: Franklin, from Autobiography; Malcolm X, from Autobiography (452-61).

· History:  Morgan, “The American Revolution:  An American View”; Trevelyan, “The American Revolution:  A British View” (461-69).

· Literature: Chandler, The Big Sleep; Prucha, Murder Is My Business; Mosley, Devil in a Blue Dress (469-82).  (You may use just two or all three.)

Working and Final Drafts
As you write your Working and Final drafts, please bear in mind these criteria for a comparison/contrast, which for us includes discussion of both similarities (comparisons) and differences (contrasts):

a. One of many reasons you don’t want to start a comparison/contrast essay by saying “These two things are similar and different, and I’m going to discuss the similarities and differences” is that we already know that—no matter what you’re writing about. That’s because any two things on earth will always be both similar and different in some way.  Try thinking of an exception, and you won’t be able to. Apples and oranges may be similar because they’re both roughly round in shape, have skins, and are fruits that grow on trees, but we have the expression about comparing apples and oranges because they’re so distinctly different in other ways. Even identical twins may have identical genetic coding, but they’re very different in any number of other ways, including behavior, psychology, and even subtleties of physical appearance.  So don’t bore your reader with an obvious generalization that two things are both similar and different; keep your reader’s interest by telling us the specific points of comparison/contrast you’re going to discuss.  And since all things are both similar and different, don’t try to discuss similarities and difference separately.  
b. A better approach to start from—since you’ll be discussing similarities and differences at the same time in a single paragraph—is to make of list of the specific “points of contact” between the two articles:  what do you notice they both have in common, besides the general topic (“self-education” or “creation stories”)?  For example, did you notice the self-education accounts both tell you specifically about how the writer learned by imitating written sources?  Or did you notice that the creation stories are both narratives (stories that unfolds over time), despite one being a myth or folk legend and the other hard science?  Those are examples of what I mean by “points of contact.”The textbook headnotes to each article from the Critical Strategies .pdf all list some specific ideas or issues that you can use or refine as “points of contact” that you can compare and contrast in one paragraph.  In the Anthropology option, for example, you might find such “points of contact” (and devote a paragraph to each) in their narrative genre (as above, both narrate a story), in the subject of creation (in one both nature and humanity get created, and in the other only one of these does), in their uses of science, reason, and evidence vs.myth, storytelling, and imagination (each has a clear preference).  In the Franklin and Malcolm X autobiographies, your paragraph topics might be furnished by looking closely at how they have both similarities and differences in the way they both adopt teacher/mentor figures and peer/collaborator figures, what motivations they express, or what specific methods of self-teaching they develop—like imitating written authorities.  For the American Revolution, leadership might be a paragraph topic, and for the detective fiction the hard-boiled but heart-of-gold character of the narrator might be a comparison-contrast to discuss for a paragraph. As you consider how to compare your two (or more) sources, consider not only what each writer has to say, but how s/he says it, when and where s/he says it (i.e., contexts such as publication date or what culture the writer comes from), why s/he says it (possible motivations). 
c. Since this essay builds on earlier ones, you’ll be using other critical strategies that we’ve used already (summary, classification, etc.).  A crucial question in this essay, as in others, is how much you need to summarize:  and the answer here, as in others, is only to the extent that summarizing helps you to achieve your present purpose of comparing articles.  So summarize and classify only insofar as they help you make useful comparisons.  Don’t summarize or paraphrase for the sake of summary or paraphrase:  you don’t need to retell the Aranda creation myth or retell the story of a day in the life of Benjamin Franklin or Phillip Marlowe.  As in other essays, avoid plot summary for its own sake. 
d. In earlier essays, we’ve covered in detail what belongs in your first paragraph, and the same applies here.  You need to do three things:  1) introduce us briefly to your writers and titles; 2) define briefly what they most basically have in common—so you need briefly to describe/discuss the creation myths or origin stories in the Aranda and Big Bang sources, the accounts of self-education in Franklin and Malcolm X (please note that “self-education” is the topic of your comparison, not a “point of contact”), the hard-boiled detective fiction in Chandler, Mosely, and Prucha, or the historical accounts of the American Revolution in Morgan and Trevelyan; 3) state your thesis, which won’t be a thesis statement if all you say is the patently obvious, “I’m going to compare and contrast Franklin’s Autobiography with Malcolm X’s and discuss the similarities and differences in their self-education.”  Yes, we know that by looking at the title of your essay or the titles of the two readings (which, by the way, are classics of American literature that I teach regularly in American lit classes).  That’s only a statement of your topic (what you’re talking about) rather than your thesis statement (what you’re going to say about it).  When you make a thesis statement, you need to tell us what specific points of contact you’re going to explore for us.  
e. As above, don’t discuss similarities and differences separately; discuss them at the same time in the same paragraph so that each paragraph is centered on a single point of comparison or “contact” between the two.  Here’s a glimpse of how your paragraphs after the introduction might be organized:

	
	
	
	“Point of Contact” A

	
	
	
	Both stories offer first-person accounts…

Chandler’s character narrates this way… 

	
	
	
	Moseley’s character narrates this way…

Compare/contrast details of how they narrate the story…

	
	
	
	“Point of Contact” B

	
	
	
	Both creation stories refer to pre-existing things . . .

The Aranda narrative starts with. . .

	
	
	
	Abell’s article starts with . . .

Compare/contrast details of their starting points . . . 

	
	
	
	“Point of Contact” C

	
	
	
	Franklin and Malcolm X both imitate written sources . . .

Franklin imitates essays from The Spectator . . .

Malcolm X literally copies dictionary entries . . .

	
	
	
	Compare/contrast details of how they imitate sources . . .


f. For each of the “example” statements above, be aware you need to finish the statements and define what you mean, for example, by “first-person accounts” or “pre-existing things” or “imitate written sources.”  I’m only giving you the opening words of a statement: you’d need to explain and expand on each to define what you mean by your “point of contact.”  The same is true of all the “example” statements above:  you’d need to detail and expand on what each source says or does; more importantly, you need to detail and expand on your comparison/contrasts at the end of the paragraph.  The most important part of your comparison/contrast will consist of what you say at the end of each paragraph to actually bang their heads together and show us how they have both similarities and contrasts at the same time. One of the most typical problems that writers have with this assignment is that they don’t actually do the compare/contrast part:  they just say one says/does this, and the other says/does this, but never look closely at the details to discover how the two things actually have a lot of things in common at the same time that they diverge very sharply in other ways.
g. As always, give full bibliographic information for your article(s) in a Works Cited at the end of your paper (see earlier assignments and Source Use handout), then just use parenthetical page numbers in your text when you paraphrase or quote.  You have two sources (maybe three if you’re watchin’ the detectives and their crime fiction), so you need two (maybe three?) entries in your Works Cited list.  Please don’t cut and paste the assignment sources given above: they’re not in MLA format.
ENG 350 Scoring Guide (Please attach a copy to the back of your papers)
	a. = response to the topic

b. = understanding and use of the passage

c. = quality and clarity of thought
	d. = organization, development, and support

e. = syntax and command of language

f. = grammar, usage, and mechanics


	
	6 ( A
	Superior  A 6 essay is superior writing, but may have minor flaws.  A typical essay in this category:

	
	
	a. addresses the topic clearly and responds effectively to all aspects of the task

	
	12
	b. demonstrates a thorough critical understanding of the passage or text(s) in developing an insightful response

	
	
	c. explores the issues thoughtfully and in depth

	
	
	d. is coherently organized and developed, with ideas supported by apt reasons and well-chosen examples

	
	11
	e. has an effective, fluent style marked by syntactic variety and a clear command of language

	
	
	f. is generally free from errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics

	
	
	

	
	5 ( B
	Strong  A 5 essay demonstrates clear competence in writing.  It may have some errors, but they are not serious enough to distract or confuse the reader.  A typical essay in this category:

	
	
	a. clearly addresses the topic, but may respond to some aspects of the task more effectively than others

	
	10
	b. demonstrates a sound critical understanding of the passage or text(s) in developing a well-reasoned response

	CR
	
	c. shows some depth and complexity of thought

	
	
	d. is well-organized and developed, with ideas supported by appropriate reasons and examples

	
	9
	e. displays some syntactic variety and facility in the use of language

	
	
	f. may have a few errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics

	
	
	

	
	4 ( C
	Adequate  A 4 essay demonstrates adequate writing.  It may have some errors that distract the reader, but they do not significantly obscure meaning.  A typical essay in this category:

	
	
	a. addresses the topic, but may slight some aspects of the task

	
	8
	b. demonstrates a generally accurate understanding of the passage or text(s) in developing a sensible response

	
	
	c. may treat the topic simplistically or repetitively

	
	
	d. is adequately organized and developed, generally supporting ideas with reasons and examples

	
	7
	e. demonstrates adequate use of syntax and language

	
	
	f. may have some errors, but generally demonstrates control of grammar, usage, and mechanics

	
	
	CREDIT/NO CREDIT LINE

	
	3 ( D
	Marginal  A 3 essay demonstrates developing competence, but is flawed in some significant way(s).  A typical essay in this category reveals one or more of the following weaknesses:

	
	
	a. distorts or neglects aspects of the task

	
	6
	b. demonstrates some understanding of the passage or text(s), but may misconstrue parts of it or make limited use of it in developing a weak response

	
	
	c. lacks focus, or demonstrates confused or simplistic thinking

	NC
	
	d. is poorly organized and developed, presenting generalizations without adequate and appropriate support or presenting details without generalizations

	
	5
	e. has limited control of syntax and vocabulary

	
	
	f. has an accumulation of errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics that sometimes interfere with meaning

	
	
	

	
	2 ( F
	Inadequate  A 2 essay is seriously flawed.  An essay in this category reveals one or more of the following weaknesses:

	
	
	a. indicates confusion about the topic or neglects important aspects of the task

	
	4
	b. demonstrates very poor understanding of the main points of the passage or text(s), does not use the passage or text(s) appropriately in developing a response, or may not use the passage or text(s) at all

	
	
	c. lacks focus and coherence, and often fails to communicate its ideas

	
	
	d. has very weak organization and development, providing simplistic generalizations without support

	
	3
	e. has inadequate control of syntax and vocabulary

	
	
	f. is marred by numerous errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics that frequently interfere with meaning
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